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WHY TH N? 
WRITTEN BY TONY GUERRA 
He was the soccer coach and I was his son, a 
mid-fielder who never worked outside of practice, 
who missed his passion for the sport because he 
slept through the day, exhausted from graveyard shifts. 
He played keep away from me and I could never get 
the ball from him unless he let me. I thought his 
workouts were silly, hated doing them and one day, I 
don't remember when, I wasn't p laying anymore. 
When I went to high school, I played footba ll, 
very American, wrestled and ran track. He was 
always at my games and meets, fi lming and 
supporting me in whatever I chose to do. 
He drove me to buy my first car, grimacing, not 
scolding when I named a price first in the 
negotiation. He carted me to the airport when it 
was time for me to fly off to my first college. 
He dunked me in an ice bath as an infant when 
I spiked a 104 degree fever and didn't wait for 
the locksmith, breaking into his own house when 
I was hungry and needed a bottle from the fridge. 
He took me to the hospital when I tripped 
in my parents' bedroom launching 
head-first into an oak nightstand tasting 
lemon Pledge and blood for the first t ime. 
He watched sand crabs burrow into the surf 
with me and helped me dig a tunnel under 
my sand castle, teaching me to dig down at an 
angle that the tunnel entrance would not collapse. 
Why, then did I let my father kick 
his soccer ball down the beach alone? 
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